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Abstract 

Development has become the general concern of almost all 
responsible governments of the world. This work therefore 
seeks to examine the role of functional skill acquisition through 
vocational education for national development. The paper rode 
down a historical lean among other things to provide the trend 
of vocational education in Nigeria. The paper therefore 
revealed that vocational education contributed to the socio-
economic advancement of the country. However, this aspect of 
education suffers from neglect, poor funding, poor public 
perception, lack of innovation and inconsistencies in 
government policies on education. It is on account of this that 
the paper recommends a reappraisal of the priority of 
vocational education for national development for the good of 
our generation and the generation to come. 
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 Education is power, it is a process of acquiring knowledge and ideas that shape and 
condition man’s attitude, actions and achievements; it is a process of developing a child’s 
moral, physical, emotional and intellectual power for his contribution in social reform; it is 
the process of mastering the laws of nature (i.e. science) and for utilizing them effectively for 
the welfare of the individual and for social construction; it is the art of the utilization of 
knowledge for complete living. 
 
 The above conceptualization of education points to its centrality in modifying the 
behavior of an individual making him functional for the growth and development of a nation. 
However, it becomes difficult for graduates in Nigeria to acquire the requisite technical or 
vocational skills for development; since the education system bequeathed to the people by the 
colonialists was theoretically oriented and was not in the best interest of the developmental 
needs of the indigenous society. For example, according to Rodney (2009), the colonialists 
had assured every struggling African that, if he endured missionary education, he would be 
given a white collar job and a passport to civilization; but on leaving school, African youths 
found the promises to be false’. He quoted one standard six leaver who wrote a letter to a 
magazine in 1960 thus: 
 

After I had passed Standard Six, I spent whole year at home 
because I could not get a place anywhere to further my 
education. At the beginning of the year, I went to look for work 
but failed to get it again, from January until now. If I had 
known that my education would have been useless, I would 
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have told my father not to waste his money in educating me 
from the beginning to Standard Six. 

 
As a result therefore, unemployment in the country has becomes widespread. This has 

created a condition where there are able-bodied individual willing to work to earn a living but 
unable to obtain employment. Vocational education is therefore central to national 
development in that, it prepares students for jobs and careers that are based on manual or 
practical activities and develop skills in a particular trade that promotes considerable self-
employment for socio-economic, cultural and even political advancement of a nation. 
 
Definition of Terms 
 It is important at this juncture to define the key concepts used in this academic 
endeavour. The idea is to elicit a better and appreciable understanding of the contending 
issues. In the light of this therefore, the concepts to be defined here include: vocational 
education and national development. 
 
Vocational Education: The concept of vocational education just like several other concepts 
in educational studies has fallen victim of definitional pluralism. This means that different 
scholars have defined differently the concepts of vocational education. For instance, Osuala 
(2004) posits that, vocational or technical training is given in schools or classes under 
supervision and control; or under contract with a state board or local education agency. It is 
conducted as a part of a programme designed to prepare individuals for gainful employment 
as semi-skilled or skilled workers or technicians, or sub-professionals in recognized 
occupations; or to prepare individuals for enrolment in advanced technical education. 
 
 On her own part, UNESCO (1978) viewed vocational education as the “educational 
process which involves, in addition to general education, the study of technologies and 
related sciences and the acquisition of practical skills and knowledge relating to occupations 
in various sectors of economic and social life.” 
 
 It can therefore be inferred from the above definitions that, vocational education is 
that aspect of education which enables individual to develop skills and techniques in order to 
provide practical solutions in different aspects of human endeavour. 
 
National Development: The concept of development is highly contentious. Development 
means different things to different scholars and commentators. According to Rodney (2009), 
development is a multifaceted process. At the level of social group, it entails the ability of the 
people to regulate both internal and external process. At the individual level, it refers to 
increased skills and responsibility, creativity, discipline and maternal well-being of an 
individual. In an economic sense however, development means the ability of a people to 
collectively tap the resources in the environment and the manner in which these resources are 
used for their well-being. 
  
 National development is therefore used as a process involving major changes in social 
structures, popular attitudes and a national condition of life from unsatisfactory to satisfactory 
(Servaes, 1999). Vocational education for development is therefore a process that leads to an 
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informed citizenry having the creative problem-solving skills, scientific and social literacy 
and commitment to engage in responsible individual and co-operative actions. 
 
Historical Development of Vocational Education in Nigeria 
 It should be recalled that Nigeria went through the process of colonialism. The 
colonial administration was not concerned about functionality or skills development. The 
kind of education designed was to enable the people read and write thus facilitating the 
exploitive goals of colonialism in terms of creating market for the European industries, 
sources of raw materials and cheap labour. 
 
 However, in 1946 vocational or technical education became emphasized as evident 
from the establishment of Yaba Technical Institutes and others in Enugu, Ilorin, Kano, Ijebu 
Ode and Ogbomosho. In the 1950s also, various forms technical subjects like rural science 
and hand craft were taught to introduce the children to vocational experiences. Vocational 
schools like craft schools, technical schools, and later colleges of Arts Science and 
Technology were established (Akpa and Khasar, 2005). 
 
 Moreover, in the period after independence in 1960, the apprenticeship schools, craft 
school and trade centres were upgraded to technical colleges. The colleges of arts, science 
and technology were upgraded to polytechnics. Universities of technology, universities of 
agriculture, polytechnics and technical colleges of education were also established in the 
country (Ibid). These efforts were directed towards strengthening vocational education in 
Nigeria. 
 
 The Nigerian government took a broad step towards vocational and technical 
education by stating clearly its objectives in her National Policy on Education in 1970s. 
Today however, vocational education is emphasized by every responsible government. At the 
recently concluded ministerial platform to commemorate the 2012 National Democracy Day 
and first Anniversary of President Goodluck Jonathan’s administration, the minister of 
education, Professor Ruqquat Rufai disclosed that her ministry has developed a 4 –year 
strategic plan for the development of education sector that will run from 2011 to 2015. 
Vocational and technical education was mentioned as the key issues to be addressed. 
 
 Today in the 21st century, vocational education has diversified and now exists in 
industries such as tourism, information technology, funeral services and cosmetics, as well as 
in the traditional crafts and cottage industries. 
 
Objectives of Vocational Education in Nigeria 
 Vocational education in Nigeria has come to stay. This is particularly in view of its 
centrality, in providing some skills and it also makes possible for the development of talents 
in line with individuals interests, abilities, skills and difference that can be adequately used in 
the production of goods and services for a nation. The National Policy on Education (2004) 
states the objectives of vocational education as follows: 

i. To provide trained manpower in applied sciences, technology and commerce, 
particularly at sub-processional grade. 

ii. To provide the technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for 
agricultural industries, commercial and economic development. 
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iii. To provide people who can apply scientific knowledge to the improvement and 
solution of environmental problems for the use and convenience of man. 

iv. To give an introduction to professional studies in engineering and other 
technologies. 

v. To give training sand impart the necessary skills leading to the production of craft 
men, technicians and other skills personnel who will be enterprising and self-
reliant; and 

vi. To enable our young men and women to have intelligent understanding of the 
increasing complexities of technology. 

 
 

The emphasis laid on vocational education in the National Policy on Education 
underscores very strongly the importance of vocational education towards transforming the 
country’s status to self-reliance in the developmental process. 
 
The Role of Vocational Education in National Development 
 Ever since men surrendered their rights to form a government, it has been the 
responsibility of the state or government to provide for the yearnings and aspirations of the 
people. It is equally important to point out that, the issue of development is central in the 
agenda of any responsible government. However, it should be noted that, the developmental 
process is multidimensional. It involves the interactions of several issues in the society, the 
synergistic impact of which culminate to fundamental or holistic transformation of the society 
morally affectionately, physical, mentally, emotionally and otherwise. It is in the light of the 
fore-going that this paper examined the role of vocational education in nation development. 
This could be seen through the following ways: 
 
Generation of Employment Opportunities: As a result of the growth in population and 
complexities of governmental activities, more and more people are left unemployed and 
retrenched. The unemployed and retrenched therefore constitute a threat to social security in 
the country. According to Okoro (1993), presently, about seventy five (75) percent of 
secondary school leavers in Nigeria do not go further in higher academic pursuit. It is 
therefore disturbing to have a situation where many youths who are mostly physically able to 
render services towards national development are highly unemployed. This unemployed 
however, must not be left out of consideration. Apagu and Iordye (2004) therefore maintain 
the view that, public education does not have the right to throw its people into the ranks of 
the unemployed in the community. It therefore means that those who are left unemployed are 
then taking up through vocational activities (if led to acquire the requisite skills). This also 
means that, the problem of Nigerian youth’s unemployment can be reduced to a very large 
scale through relevant vocational education programmes. 
 
 Vocational technology education therefore contributes immensely to making an 
individual self-employed. Areas where it offers this include the production of goods and 
services in: Mechanical/electrical engineering, carpentry, assorted artisan (plumbing, 
printing, mason work, technicians), painting, welding, road maintenance, vulcanizing, radio 
mechanics and the rest. 
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Efficient Production of Goods and Services: An individual cannot offer what he does not 
have. One can only work effectively and efficiently when he acquires the skills or intellectual 
wherewithal. The acquisition of appropriate technical skills and competencies therefore 
enables an individual to become more efficient in his work, attain higher level of productivity 
hence more and better quality goods and services are made available for local consumption as 
well as for export (Nachi, 1988). Similarly, Kpernyam (1998) emphasized that, vocational 
education is functional as it focuses more on the development of talents in live with 
individual’s interests, abilities, skills and attitude that can be adequately used in the 
production of goods and services for a nation. 
 
Skill or Manpower Development: According to Anao (1984), the principal role of 
vocational education is the production of manpower that possesses the requisite knowledge, 
skills and attitudes for harnessing other resources and bringing them into co-operative 
relationship, yielding the goods and services demanded by society. 
 
 Through skill development, vocational education raises the productivity of workers 
and increases their earning. It also upgrades workers skills and subsequently their 
productivity. Vocational education is therefore an integral part of national development. It is 
a necessary ingredient in any effort towards excellent management of human resources, 
which is the bedrock of the development of any society. Thus, vocational education for 
national development is central, as it  develop individual skills for improved productivity. 
 
Poverty Reduction: Poverty is often conceptualized as a condition of deprivation, in 
adequacy, dissatisfaction and the inability of the people to meet their basic needs. Poverty is 
often caused when people are not gainfully employed. However, vocational education 
according to Calhoun and Finch (1982) has always been refocused by the changing needs of 
people and society. That the basic concern of vocational education is for the people to satisfy 
the needs of society to fill required positions necessary for the efficient operation of the 
economic system as well as the needs of individuals to find personally satisfying positions in 
the occupational structure. 
 
 If the needs of the people are therefore satisfied through craft, trade and other 
activities, this will go a long way in reducing the rate of poverty in the land. 
 
Development of Indigenous Technology: Development has to do with the ability of the 
people to understand the law of nature and the extent to which they put this understanding or 
knowledge into practice by obtaining tools. Vocational education therefore encourages local 
technology through the promotion of local crafts such as kneading, dyeing, basket weaving, 
blacksmithing, iron and metal work etc for the nation’s eventual technological breakthrough. 
 
 In the words of Isoun (2004) therefore, the future of this country (Nigeria) will 
overwhelmingly depend on our capacity not only to invent, create and master new and 
emerging technologies but to ensure that these ideas move to the global market and spur 
economic growth, create new jobs for people, strengthen industrial performance and create 
abundant wealth for the nation. One of the strategies for strengthening information for the 
good of all is through vocational technician education. This is so because; it assists in the 
production of indigenous technician and engineers. 
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Human Resourcefulness: Vocational education is an important competent of general 
education. It prepares an individual to face the challenges of tomorrow. A seventh century 
Chinese quotation by Kuan Chung Tzu holds that: 
 
If you wish to plan for a year, sow seeds 
If you wish to plan for ten years, plant trees 
If you wish to plan for a life-time, develop men 
 
 In order to make individuals more useful to themselves and the society, vocational 
education offers the opportunity to face the challenges of providing the life time skills, 
abilities and attitudes to Nigerian citizens (both young and old); such a life time training will 
improve their status (Kpernyam, 2005) thus, the develop of the nation as a whole. 
 
Challenges Facing Vocational Education in Nigeria 
 To say that vocational education in Nigeria faces some challenges is to say the 
obvious. The specific problems or challenges that have bedeviled vocational education in 
Nigeria include: 
 
Negligence of Vocational Education: Vocational education in Nigeria has suffered as a 
result of negligence by the government. According to Dike (2005), while the number of 
vocational technical schools has continued to thrice in many societies, Nigeria has neglected 
this aspect of education. Consequently, the society lacks skilled technicians: brick layers 
carpenters, painters and auto-mechanics, laboratory and pharmacy technicians, electrical 
electronic technicians, food processors and horticulturalists and skilled vocational nurses etc. 
The hospitals are no longer a place where people go to get ailments treated, but a place they 
go and die.” Clearly therefore, whatever vocational education is capable of doing cannot be 
obtained in the Nigerian vocational institutions due majorly to negligence. 
 
The Negligence Perception of Vocational Education by the Public: Khasar (2000) 
observed that, “the level of unemployment among youths today has its roots to the negative 
perception of vocational education. Most of our youths are ignorant of the fact that vocational 
education can promote training in readily employable skills or self-reliant skills to reduce the 
number of idle youths in the economy. This negative public image therefore affects student’s 
enrolment into the programme. Consequently, every Nigerian student today seeks a 
university degree even if it means not acquiring any skills or any job prospects for that 
matter. 
 
Poor Innovation Attitudes or Vocational Education Teachers: The world today has gone 
digital. There is therefore the need to always strive to keep pace with the changing world. 
However, the poor innovation education teacher has become problematic as they show the 
least positive attitudes about computers. However, global advancement is today driven by 
information technology. Many countries like United State, Britain, Germany, France and 
others now employ the use of computer software. Sadly however, in many vocational 
institutions in Nigeria, technicians, engineers and technologists are not computer literate. This 
therefore affects proper acquisition skills for problem solving. 
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Poor Funding: Finance is the bedrock for the success of any organization. For vocational 
education to achieve its philosophy in Nigeria, it must be adequately financed. According to 
Onwueme (1998), “if vocational education is considered crucial for our technological needs, 
then a reappraisal of national priorities is required so as to give vocational education the place 
it deserves.” This means adequate funding that will address the problem of poor staffing, 
lacking of equipments and poor infrastructural facilities. 
 
Corruption: Corruption has remained an intractable problem affecting all aspects of life in 
Nigeria. Corruption can be likened to the activities of armed robbers on the high way. It kills, 
maims, distorts, extorts and denies one of his rightful possessions. The cankerworm of 
corruption is no doubt the reason why all good initiations fail in Nigeria. The money made 
available for the development of vocational education only ends up in the pockets of the 
political cabals. This apart from denying the people of sound skills acquisition has also 
degraded our national values and retards development in the country. 
 
Conclusion 
 Vocational education stands out clearly as an aspect of education that offers people 
the opportunity to acquire skills, attitudes and knowledge which are needed for the growth 
and development of a nation. Unfortunately however, the centrality of this aspect of 
education has been overlooked. The resultant effect of which has been the intractable 
problems that have bedeviled the development of vocational education in Nigeria. As a result 
therefore, there is a massive incidence in the growth of youth unemployment with its negative 
effort of youth restiveness. To address this problem is to reappraise the educational policy in 
the country with a view to refocusing vocational education in the country for the good of all. 
 
Recommendations 
 At this juncture, it is important to make suggestions on how to revitalize vocational 
education in Nigeria. These suggestions include that: 

i. Workshops, seminar and conferences should always be organized so as to 
enlighten the people on the centrality of vocational education to national 
development. 

ii. Those who have distinguished themselves in terms of sound skills acquisition 
should be identified and rewarded. These will serve as springboard or source of 
encouragement to others who may wish to enroll into vocation programmes. 

iii. Since a teacher cannot rise above the quality of what he has upstairs, he cannot 
offer what he does not have. For a teacher to disseminate skills and knowledge to 
a trainee, he must have or willing to acquire more knowledge. This means that 
teachers should be innovative as to developing positive attitudes towards the 
learning of computer in order to keep pace with the changing world of information 
technology. 

iv. Vocational institutions should be adequately financed and supported by the 
government, as this will lead to the development of infrastructure, adequate 
staffing and procurement of equipment for necessary skill and knowledge 
acquisition. 

v. Corruption should be eradicated from public life. Those found wanting in this 
regard should be arrested and punished by the appropriate authorities; as this will 
serve as a deterrent to others who may intend to venture into it subsequently. 
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If all the above suggestions are taken seriously, vocational education in Nigeria would be 
strengthened and made useful for the people and for the development of the nation. 
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